What is Righteousness? 



Last night God impressed upon my heart that righteousness is imputed. 
I didn't know what 'imputed' exactly meant so it triggered a good 
bible study. This word is used most often in Romans 4 so that would 
be a good place to start your own personal study of the word used in 
proper context. It also seems that some of us may not understand what 
righteousness is exactly, so hopefully I can explain what God has been 
showing me. 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. 
Psalms 51:5 (KJV) O 

Righteousness is not being a 'good person' or doing good deeds, it is 
simply being blameless. The problem of mankind is that nobody is 
blameless; since Adam all have been bom in a sinful state. But this blame lessness comes at a high price; we are 
not blameless because we are innocent, no sir, we are blameless only because our debt has been forgiven. That's 
what Christ did on the cross for the world. When we by faith choose to believe and follow Christ righteousness 
is imputed to us. 

The word 'Imputed' means 'charged to the account of. Our sins are charged to the account of Christ, His blood 
is applied to our accounts and our debts (sins) are marked 'paid in fuF, praise God! 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew 
them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame. 
Hebrews 6:4-6 (KJV) © 

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 
Hebrews 10:26-27 (KJV) © 

With what we know now about how righteousness is imputed what Paul speaks of in Hebrews comes into 
sharper focus. Christ paid the debt for all our sins once. Yes, He paid for our future sins as well, and because He 
did we may come boldly to ask forgiveness when we do stumble and sin (Hebrews 4:16 '_' KJV). 

Those spoken of in the above scriptures have had righteousness imputed to their accounts, but then closed their 
accounts by purposefully turning their hearts from Christ and willfully sinning (John 6:66 KJV O). They have 
removed their wedding garments. There is simply 'no more sacrifice' available to cover their sins! 

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and 




we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 
Isaiah 64:6 (KJV) 

And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 
Genesis 15:6 (KJV) 

There's an interesting concept here. If our righteousness is like filthy rags, how can we ever be righteous? Please 
take note that both old and new testament agree on this matter. It doesn't say that our faith makes us righteous, 
but that it is 'counted as righteousness'. Our righteousness is described as filthy rags for good reason; it is 
because this allegory fits snugly with that of the wedding garment. 

And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a 
wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend, how earnest thou in hither not having 
a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind 
him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen. 
Matthew22:ll-14 (KJV) © 

In the traditional Jewish wedding the wedding garment is worn over the clothing like a choir robe. It is provided 
by the Father of the Groom for all the wedding guests. They are clothed with this righteousness by another; they 
bring none of our own. Study the parable of Matthew 22 for more on this. 

What I believe these verses are saying is that when we do things like exercise our faith and good works it is 
attributed to the righteousness that we are clothed (imputed) with. In other words our faith and works justify our 
salvation; justifying not us, but Christ's act of imputing of our sins. Or to say it differently once more it is the Holy 
Spirit abiding within us and working through us that justifies us. So the glory doesn't go to us, but to God in us! 



